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Prgsidentt's llessage
January 2, 1990

Winter 1989 arrived with 2 vengeance to most areas occupied
by our members, For me, it was difficult just getting out to
Christmas shop, much less to go "antiquing®. The temperatures
are now more moderate so leaving the house 1s less of a challengs.
I look forward to the January flea markets and shows,

Several weeks ago I had a phone call from Bsrry Wiggins in
which he asked that the following warning be passed on to members:

When cleaning your "black" stretch, treat it gently. Unlike
the other colors, which seem to resist damsge no matter how hard
you rub, the finish on black stretch may be removed if you rub oo
hard. Berry found this out from personal experience.

Dave Richardsonts "Glass Collectors Dlgest™ has been the source
of several queries reﬁarding SGS membershilp. As we have suspected,
there are more of "us" out there who are unaccounted for. We are
currently working on an ad to be placed in one or two antique publi-

cations before convention.
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(President's Message continued)

As we add new members we must provide them wlth more informa-
tion. So, "old timers" please put together tips md information
for the next newsletters. It may seem like o0ld stuff to you bus
not everyone has had the benefit of fifteen years of SGS newsletters

and conventions.

Cur 1990 Convention will be in Indiana, PA., on May 3, 4 & 5.
Note the change from ¥May 2, 3 & 4. A% the last convention members
voted to return to the Thurs., Fri., Sat. format rather than Vied,,
Thurs., Fri., More details appear later in this lssue.

As we enter the last decades of this Twentieth Centuwry, may
each of you have good health, good friends, and good "finds" to
look forward to.

Sincerely,

Joarme fodgers, President
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Strefch Glazsg Soglaty Offigers.

Presldent; Joanne Rodgers Secty./Editor: Mildred Bicksler

Vice Pres: Martin Stozus
Treasurer: John Tiiller

Dues: BSix Dollzrs anmually for each family - Payable to Treazsurer
Aprll lst.,
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IN_MEMORIAM

Joseph J. Weishar
1921 - 1989

It is with sadness that we report the death of
Joe Weishar on ¥ov, 21, 1989, Joe was Chairman
of the Board of Trustees of the Degenhart useum
in Cambridge. He was the Owner of Island Mould
and Machine Co., Inc., of Wheeling, W. Vi.

When the Strebtch Glass Soclety held it's conven-
tion at Oglebay Park, Whseling, Joe and his
famlily entertained the group with a tour of his
ould shop, explaining to everyone just how glass
moulds were made, and we were priviieged to see
his vast collection of glass on dlsplay in his
private nuseum. Everyone in the group certainly
enjoyed and apprecisted his gracious hospltallty
and learned a lot about how he made moulds 1n his
shop .

He has enjoyed many years of mould meking and has
made them for more customers than can be coumnted.
de will be greatly missed by many.

Our deepest sympathy goes out to his wife, Loulse,
anéd to 2ll of his family.
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Also, word was received by Jabe Tarter that Edw.
St.Clair, brother of Joe S5t.Clair of Elwoed, L.,
passed away Yov. 11, 1989. Zdward was effiliated
with Joe in the melkking of paper weights and glass
novelties and after the death of Joe 3t.Clalr,
Edward worked with his nephew, Joe Rice szt "The
Bouse of Glass" in Elwood.

Josznne Dolby of Lambertville, MI, sends us the following:

At one of our local estate sales I spied a large 123x33
light amber stretch glass bowl on a table fllled with lots of other
glass and china., It was a color that made 1t almost look dlrty next
to the sparkling cut glass. The price was fourteen dollars, a chezp
price for such a big plsce so we bought it. At home I seét it up on
a plate rack and imagine my surprise! It was beautiful, the inside
color had turned almost to a golden asurene color and the delicate
pinks and greens caught the light and made 1t exgulsitel Later my
friend and I went t0 Clsvelandts Coliseum Show in a small town
called Richfield Center, OH. We spent six hours there and saw some
Stretch but they were pleces I glready had so didn't buy any but
there were some other "Stretch Glass" pileces that commanded a very
high price. If you have guessed Steuben Glass--you are correcti
THese pieces were indeed beautiful. If by chance you have the book
"Steuben-Seventy Years of America Glass Making" there are two in-
credible examples of stretch glass on the back cover of this book,
a large plate in gold asurene and one jack-in-the-pulplt vase in
blue aurense.,
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{Joannets letter continued)

In collecting glass as a hobby, there are other avenues open
that are just as interesting. PFinding a piece 1s great but re-
searching = piece 1s just as rewarding. I have spent many happy
hours trying to find out mors about each plece. This is almost as
enjoyable as finding the pilece iIn the first place. This research-
ing 1s very educabional, it seems like the more you learn, the more
you want to know.

There are many interesting srticles to be read. One publica-
tion "The Dagze' which was a complimentary copy to me, had an
article by Anne Geary called "Vases, vases, vases". 1In this
article she  showsd her expertise in using her glass collection %o
its fullest potential. She told how seasonal flowers look grest in
special vases and has special .colors she used at different holidays.
A very intersesting article.

Another special article was written by David E. Richardson,
publisher of the (lass Collectors Digest, (He was our spsaker at
our last Stretch Glass bangquet in Marietta? th.) In his publica-
tion he called this article "Tour de Glass”. He, his wife and their
three sons spent their vacation riding their bleycles thru ilaryland,
staying at Bed and Breakfasts on the wey. They toured the Chesapeaks
Bay Peninsula and were delighted to find & treasury of glass in
shops and private homes, This was a most Interesting article.

Joanne also wrote the following: Heppliness for me was [ind-
ing a beautiful iridescent red 11" stretch glass vase, It has a
tall classic shape and it might be new. It is signed "Poschinger"
on the bottom. Zon't know if he made 1% or whether the name was
just signed. £iny ideas??
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Following is a letter received by Paul Hiller in ¥ov. 1989 from
Dr., James Measell who is a professor in the Dept. of 3peech Communi-
cations and Journalism at Wayne State University, Detroit, ™MI. ir.
reasell has written several books on antique glass ~ One was Grsen-
town {(Indiana) Glass and another on Findlay (0H) Glass with co-
author Ton Smith. Letter follows:

Dear Paul: The first Northwood book, at least In manuscript,
will be completed very soon and the printer is working on bthe first
half of ths color plates. 1I've besn golng through boxes of letters
to Bill Heacock, meny with photos. It was worth the search as soume
unlisted articles turmed up.

Please let me know when the SGS will be mseeting in Indlana,PA.
T have mid-May Iin my mind and I want to be sure I scheduls no con-
flicts. Incidentally, I'd be glad to do a tall for this group,(no
charge, as I'll bes bringing Antique Publicatlons books).

Sincerely,

Tr. James Measell



Following is the full pa%e
(PA) on Saturday, July 206,

1984,

story that appeared in The Indiana Gazetie
Since our Convention is there

this

year we thought it might be of interest to new members.
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Glass plant flourished |
‘as fop industry in area

By CLARENCE STEPHENSON
Gazette Contributing Writer

Glasses, vases, candy dishes and many other items
made of glass in colors ranging from white to eé:bastel
blue, green, amber or, occasionally, red, are
in many Indiana homes today and in other
taces throughout the United States. Some peopie
w and recognize such glass treasures as “'Indiana
glass,” but there are probably others who have Indi-
ana glassware in their homes without being aware of
their value and significance. People have been known
to pay high prices for glassware at auctions and flea

markets, thinking it to be made in West Virginia or

Ohio, when in reality it is Indiana glass.

The story of Indiana glass began on Jan. I, 1892 when

a group of Indiana leaders gathered in the office of
attorney and former State Senalor George W. Hood to
consider a proporal by Mr. Nevill, a visiting glass ex-
pert who had patented glass molds which he claimed
would reduce the Iabor required and increase produc-
tion by a third to a half.

Mr, Nevill urged the erection of a factory to maou-
facture glass in Indiana. He felt that here he would not
encounter the antagonism of labor unions which ip the
targer cities had opposed his Jabor-saving ideas.

The result of this meeting was that $12,000 was im-
mediately pledged to the stock of a company. The Indi-
ana Board of Trade shortly-afterward visited the West

.Penn Glass Company, then under construction in

Blairsville. Upon returning to Indiana, additional
stock to the total amount of $35,000 was pledged.

The company was formally organized Jan. 28, 1892,
with the following directors: Harry White, W.B. Mar-
shall, Griffith Ellis, Thomas Sutton, John 8. Hastings,
H.W. Wilson, and Delos A, Hetrick. Harry White was
elected president and the authorized capital stock in-
creased to $50,000. L

By Feb. 17 it was announced the factory would be
located on the old State Experimental Farm (at what
is now the parking lot adjoining Miller Stadium). In-
corporation as the “Indiana Glass Company” followed
on April 14, 1892. -

In May the contract for a frame building 80x219 feet
with an iron roof, was given to John S. Hastings ~ to
be completed by Aug. 15. A new railroad siding was
put in by J.R. Caldwell and J.S. Hastings. A 130-foot-
deep well provided water. .

Production began Monday afternoon, Nov. 14, 1892,
following a speech at 2 p.m. by Judge Harry White,
Afterward citizens were invited to view the plant. The
first superintendent was S, W. Vandersaal. He was suc-

- Tara

ceeded by Griffith Ellis for about a year. )
Things did not go well at first. By 1894 the company
was in debt and had to shut down. A meeting of the
stockholders was held in July and at that time it was
learned that only $34,800 of the capital stock had been
paid in. The cost of erecting and equipping the factory
had been $29,000. Operating expenses until the time of
closure were almost $14,000. Indebtedness was about
$11,000, Manufactured giasswares on hand were val-
ued at $2,200 and accounts receivable were $700, leav-

- ing a net indebtedness of $8,100.

A commitiee was named to recommend plans for
liquidating the debts and resuming production: J.W.
Sutton, Griffith Ellis, S.L. Loughry, John Hastings,
and J.H. Young. Their report was tE!cnomy. The glass -
factory, they said, was “a failure financially”’ and it
did not appear possible to procure more working capi-~
tal. Purther, because ‘‘many similar plants are idle
and can be bought for a small fraction of their value™
it'was doubtful whether it could be soid ‘‘for even its

_present indebtedness.”

The committee recomimended leasing the plant rent-
free for & year with the d{gtion of buying at.the end of
the year for the amount of accrued indebtedness. This
was adopted by the stockholders, but the works contin-
ued {o he idle for about two years. :

Finally in February 189 Harry Northwood leased
the plant. He was a successful owner and operator of
two other glass plants, and imported from those plants
a number of skilled glassworkers. The name of the
company was changed to Northwood Company. Pro-
duction resumed on March 25, 1896. As plant m er,
Northwood employed Thomas E.A. Dugan who had
come from England to the United States. Under Mr.
Dugan’s skilled management the glass business in In-
diana prospered during the 19 years that he lived here.

In February 1887 Mr. Northwood was considering
moving the piant to Blairsville. A newspaper item at
that time reported that he had reguested the Indlans -
Borough Council to install a fire hydrant at the plant
some six months previonsly, but council hadn't

* ered to answer. He was free to leave, Mr, Northwood

asserted, because “T have not yet purchased the Indi-
ana piant,” This “persaasion” movitated council to in-
stall ihe fire hydrant,

In March 1897 the plant shut down for a week while a
new furnace was installed and it was reported:

“Manager Northwood Is well satisfled with the ar-
rangement of council for a fireplug near the works,
and now comes to the front with another proposition
which bears the earmarks of fairness.



November 7, 1989 {From Russell % Kitty Umbraco)

Hi,

We would like to thank everyomne for their letters and phone calls
inguiring about how we are doing after the earthguake. We really
didn’t know we had so many wonderful friends {and even
relatives). As many of yvou know, we were without phone service
for a number of days after the quake. When we did get phone
service, we were not able to call out of our area code but could
receive incoming calls. For a couple of days it was really
strange not to have a phone. But we were so lucky that is all we
lost. So many lost everything.

After the earthguake, we have found that we have s¢ many unsung
hercos- all of the people who are working 24 hrs a day to put the
Bay Area back toagether again—- actually 1t is everyone working

together doing what they do best. In our society we are so
spoilt when we lose a service like the phones, we are lost., We
were lucky that more people didn’t die or were hurt. Really

there is a lot more damage than the massive damage that vou sse
on tv., As with every major disaster, every single person in the
Bay Area especially the Santa Cruz Area has been effected by the
- earthquake in some way. To see and feel the earth unduliate
without you having any control is scary. Also during a quake
“luck” is the only thing that saves you or not. We quite
frequently sit at the very spot on 1-880 that went down also many
times at that time of dayv we have sat on the same spot on the Bay

bridge that went down. It is just that day we were qoing to a
CPR class in the other direction. Must say that CPR class saved
our lives! But we missed the CPR class, so still must take 1t

before February!

For the most part, most collectors were lucky. But some maljor
bottle and glass collections were lost in the Los Gates and Santa
Cruz areas. The estimated loss of one collection alone would be
put around $150,000 and if all of the miscellaneous items were
tacked on probably a lot more was lost.

As for collectors being lucky, many of us learned very valuable
lessons with the Santa Rosa quake in the early 707s and the
Southern California quakes. First item is- it is a fact in the
Bay Area we are in earthguake country so make sure your dwelling
1s sound with a good foundation. 8o many places are not property
attached to the foundation or the foundations are not sound.

Next attach vour large furniture to the wall studs. An antigue

store in Berkeley had all of the large pieces of furniture fall
over, but the glass just sitting on tables (as long as nothing
fell on them) was ok. Actually most glass even survives with
minor damage the case falling over, but when vou upright the
cabinet and try toe open the door the glass all falls out and

breaks. A S5anta Rosa collector discoveread what we call
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‘earthquake stuckum’., I don’t know if that is still on the
market. What it is, is the material that is wused around car
windows that seals them. Also | have been told that there is a
similar product that is used in swimming pools to seal around the
pipes. Plus have been told that roofers use it to seal around
pipes. Sorry I don’t know any commercial names for the products.
Some people use floral clay, we do not recommend it at all, as it
dries hard and then removes your surface finish when you go to

pull it up. The properties of earthquake stuckum that make it so
wonderful is that it is pliable( I have some that we used twenty
years ago to stick down the giass and when we packed everything
away to remodel, 1 saved it and now am reusing it- just 1like
brand new). It is easily peeled off the furniture surface
leaving no marks( some even after 20 yrs.!). Just put three

little dabs on the bottom of the obliect to be secured and press
down and twist is little to secure and you can feel the bond.

Also be sure that all of your pictures and mirrors are very
secure on the wall. With large heavy pieces use large screws
rather than nails({ again in the studs or wood backing not just
attached to the dry wall).

With bowls and plates, many have a collar base so the safest

place for them is on the walls. Plus they make wonderful
decorations— so easy to show off your collection when it is on
the watls, Use plastic coated wire{( comes in several colors).
Wrap around the base ring and allow enough room for a small loop
and a small amount excess to twist the wires together. Cut off.
Then in the middie of the piece twist a small toop and place
around the collar base and twist the wires together. Check it to
make sure it is secure and then hang 1t on the wall like a
picture.

Also look around vour dweliling for big things such as lamps that
can fall on glass or crash into cabinets. Make sure the ceiling
fans and lights are secure to the ceiiing, several came down in
the quake. Because of the electrical wires that is really
dangerous. Just take time to look around your dwelling and think
about the what would move if this room were moving. What objects
would hit each other to cause damage. Are all of the cabinets
locked or secure— magnetic catches open easily and don’t protect
anything. Heavy objects should be at the bottom of bockcases not
at the top. Just think and use common sense.

Again most collectors in the Bay area didn“t lose too much
pbecause most are very careful. But the loss in antique shops was
ancther story as they can't really secure items down. Again luck
and location were the determining factors as to the losses.
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Hope: yvou are enjoving  The tioliday s@asan, Thought aalel 1 oakoa
just a minute to Tet yvou know that we are thinking dbout ta

Stretch Glass Society and all of the members in this holicda

season Filled with love and happiness. We enjoy tThe huTlnzy
season  and the special time that evervone takes Lo zocialize
gither in the form of parties or of writing Christmas cards,

¥

Do have a hit of bad news as  Sherman Hand passed awdy Dhe weaek

bhefore Thanksgiving. We shall really miss him., He hasn’t beon
too well for a long time, Althcough his main fove was carnival

giass, a tot of his research fell inte the stretch gtas: araa
dlso.

Altao Joves Middieton ones  of our 535 : !
trafric auocident right after the edFLhQUuh
probhably will net bhe released trom  the i
ol iclays., We are all praying For her refturn To Qo
used a lot of Dave and Joyvuee’s glass when we did owur

Over the Thanksgiving weskend we put on a

gloass for  the Trail s Cnd Anticue Shiow aand

a oGicenat Vime . MHaven'l dona o oshow in Mockasio bosd : R
ffify nice  peoplé. In the Valley They raelly bhaese 3 b0t of
antique clubs and aroups that meet regularly. Many of the

collector s didn’t know atwout streteoh glass and, we anjovedd The
channe to inform them. Our display was just as swou woall in

fromt dooi with windows in the bhack. FPut = good shuare of
display on shelvas in front of the windows and i1 diew o S

Aattention from the public on the streeset, It wus fum, but Pofs
fike [ was in a glass house. The people oult shopping wouldd coms
by and ook in the windows right at vou and locok a8t the glass and
study it for awhile., Then you could see them talk a little and
someona would  shrug their shoulders and then ook arounst For the
T lace o pay and come i, Walk over Yo the booth  anct stand? sar
Ttk abogb the glass  and how  woretty T0 wes, Then Limd of r
ground (many | don't think had ever been in an  antidgue aheiw
before) and then they would wander off to the other boobths., The
glass just glowed in the natural light from the windows. Most of
our glass 1is kept in cabinets at home and so it was a rare treat
for us also to see the glass in the natural Tight. The show
promoters put out oz lot of publicity on the display. Thye

i
4
i

TesHOnIe was vary rewarding. We had availasble on the rabil:
information on the Streteh Glass Sociaty and about (00 Forms wirr e
pricked Upr, Hoping To get soms res,:aon:ge. Moy Tolol e thoat Diaew
woant e to saend vyatatives  and friends the forme that tive 1o e

Cast.

Hope wou have a nice holiday season, t\&illﬂ\ ){ Qiéé, AJK/VJZ/EL;Q
- (/,V// ﬁyr dﬁfé%



Rare display in Modesto Nov. 25 & 26

Nov.25,and 26, THANKSGIVING WEEKEND, Trails
End Antiques in Empire will hold its 10th annual
Thanksgiving “Antique & Collectible Show & Sale”.
Hours are Saturday 10AM - 8 PM, and Sunday 10 AM to
5 PM in the new Cenire Plaza Convention Center,
10th & K 5t. Downtown Modesto.Exit Hwy 132 East
off the freeway (3 blocks).

This show grows larger every year. Now there are 85
dealers, A new section is being added this year that will
contain toys, tools, paper (baseball cards, comics, movie
pasters), Coins and decanter Bottles and various collect-
ibles of the same nature.

Lenore & Ed Fultz; sponsors have arragned for “Kitty
& Russel Umbraco” authors of the “Iridescent Stretch
Glass” book to have a RARE STRETCH GLASS DIS:
PLAY, Since 1970 Kitty & Russhave lectured and written
about a variety of subjects within the collecting field all
over the U.8. Russel began digging for coins in Virginia
City and also found old bottles, From collecting coins and
bottles, they moved on to earnival and stretch glass and
the writting of their book. You can buy vour copy of the
back at the show and if you smile and say please P'm sure
they will be happy to autograph it for you. There will aiso
be some pieces of glass for sale along with the display of
their private collection. Kitty and Russ are well informed
and will be happy to answer your questions.

This show has something for everyone. It's a good time
to do some of your Christmas shopping for that “truly
antique” from the Victorian era to the relatively new
“coflectible”. .

Food will ba available, as well as China and glass repair
while you shop. Furniture in walnut, pine, wicker, Eng-
lish style and American Oak, New reference books for
that collector on your liat would make a great Christmas
present plus all that a collector dreams of, glass, china,
pottery, clocks, jewelry, primitives, silverplate and ster-
Ying, posteards, oriental, bronzes, majolica and more.

There will be a grand prize drawing on Sunday at 4PM.
Youmustbe présent to win, Admission is $3.00 (good both
days) 50¢ off with the ad youll find in this issue of
Antiques Today,

Come sarly and stay late, For more information call

Trails End Antiques at [N
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Preliminary information for Convention at Indlana, PA., Nay 3rd,
4th ard 5th. Pinal plans in later issue of Tewsletier.

Location: Best testermn - University Inn
1545 Wayne Ave.
(412) 349-9620

Single: $41.00 Double: $46.00

Thurs., May 3: Arrive & seb-up
Fri,, May 4: Show/Sale 9 @.m.- 5 D,m.
(Pack up)
Banquet: 6:30 p.m.
Speaker: T7:30 p.m. Dr., James lleasell,
Author of socn-to-ve released
Northwood Book.

Business mesting: ©:30 v.u.

Sat. May 5: Sight-sesing at your owm
leisure and leave for noxze.

We will be allowed to bring in snacks, so 1f you went to bring
cookies, etc fesl fres %o do so. '
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HISTORY OF STRETCH GLASS

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

SOCIETY
{Founded April 21, 1974 — Denver,Penn.}
Mr.
Mrs,
VRSS! e sl e B e e s T
IPteass print full name}
------- (Complets maifing sddessst
T ey T suw e
Signature

Dues: $6.00 Per Family Per Year
Payable Annually - April 1st.

Mait 1o John Miller




[RIDESCENT STRETCH GLASS
- Russell & Kitty Umbraco

64 Pages showing over 200 pleces in
full color with text. . . .$5.95

Price Guide & Supplement...... $2.00

Order from Authors

Californla reaidents - add 64%
for sales tax.
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STRETCH GLASS IN COLOR
- Berry Wiggins

This 1s the first book on iridescent
dtretch Glases for immedlate mailing,
Who made Stretch and how to identify it
are answered in this book. Articles on
Fenton, Imperial and Northwood taken
from origlnal catalogs and old magazines.
38 Color Pictures
ORDER NOW: §7.95 postpaid
Price Guide with Stretch Glass
Book I - $1.50

Make check payable to:

Wiggins Stretch Books

VA residents add 4% sales tax
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Mildred Bicksler - Editor

Stretch Glass Society

Firat Class Mail



